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"This run is
for you"
Sara talks to the
team about her
incredible
achievement on
pages 5&6

We've had a lot of new
introductions to the school this
term, and it's been very exciting
to see the students get stuck in
and use our new facilities and
provisions. We've also had a
change in contributors this term,
which has brought some fresh
insights and ideas to the team!

Upcoming Dates
November

December

15th-19th:

Thursday 2nd
Carols by Candlelight
Thursday 16th
Christmas Concert
Friday 17th:
Last Day of Term

Anti-Bullying Week
Saturday 13th:
Festival of Devised
Performance

Volume 5

October 2021

LARS Project
Esther explains
what the LARS
Club have been up
to this term
The LARS team have been collecting
donations for a jumble sale to raise
funds for Cancer Research. Our team
is supporting all types of cancer
including breast, lung, bowel and
leukaemia. Every Tuesday, the LARS
team meet to sort through donations,
ready to sell at the jumble sale. Some
members are even baking home-made
cakes for a small cake sale which is
going to be served with tea, coffee and
juice. If you have any donations we
would be very happy to accept them
for the jumble sale. They are accepting
clothes, games, preserves, jewellery,
craft equipment, books, handmade
items, crockery, new candles, unused
soaps... or any other lovely things.

Last year, the LARS club have
supported HITS food bank by
collecting food donations, as well as
Trees for Life, a charity in the
highlands of Scotland that plant
trees. The team arranged a
collection of pennies, and managed
to raise enough to plant 10 trees in
the Scottish highlands. This is the
fence between the wet, boggy
highlands and the greenery that
Trees for Life planted.

If you have any items you
wish to donate, please leave
them at the office for Esther
before 10th December
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Business Studies
Lily reports on the latest addition to our GCSE provision
Lily interviews Adam as one of the
taught by Dale, is one of those new subjects.
students who takes the business
Most people end up working for or setting up a business in whichstudies GCSE.
they provide a service or a product. Without this education,
many will end up having to learn a large amount of the vital
Why did you choose to take the Business
information from scratch. Whereas knowing the structure of a
business, how it and the people operate to make the process
Studies GCSE?
efficient, and knowing the financial implications of maintaining
The new year has brought many thrilling arrivals, from gorgeous
buildings to exciting new GCSE subjects. Business studies,

a profitable business is extremely important. Even just the basics
can make setting up or working for a business much less
intimidating. Dale finds it surprising how little the subject is
taught. “What I’d like to see happen more is people actually
offering the thing that they’re really passionate about and the
things that they enjoy, rather than just getting a job doing
something that doesn't interest them.”
Dale himself studied business studies as a GCSE subject. After
this, he completed a national diploma, then a higher national
diploma, and later went on to gain a degree in business. In
2008, Dale had his own coaching and training business in
Finland. He continues with his coaching business as well as his
job at TPS.
The basic structure for the GCSE covers 4 main areas: Business
operations, human resources, marketing and finance. In essence,
the students learn how to start a business.
Dale talks about how, even if you do not intend to start your own
business, it is highly useful to remove the stigma and self

I took Business Studies because my
family is very business oriented, and I
thought it would be a good opportunity.

Do you intend to pursue business further
throughout your life?

It’s always been an option as a future
career. I don’t have any ideas for an
upcoming business, but I feel like a
career in business is always on the table.

What do you like most about the subject
so far?

I enjoy that it’s not very common, and it's
a subject that you don’t often get to do. I
selling something on Etsy, It’s not a huge operation to set up
your own business. It’s not something we should be afraid to try.”
think it can teach very valuable lessons.
imposed limitations he believes a large amount of people have

acquired around the idea of starting a business. “Even if it's just
a side-line or a small thing that you want to try, like maybe
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Roo and Amber
interview Oli, our
new English
teacher

Meet the Teacher
Where did you work before here?

What are your hobbies?

I worked at a school in Nottingham, so a long way
away. It was very big, it had 2500 students, about
300 in each year group, so completely different to
this school. It’s nice to have that change to much
smaller classes here, it was about 32 in each class
at my last school.
Did you live anywhere else before that?

I love swimming in the sea, I try to swim in the sea
every day. I also like water polo but I haven't joined a
club yet. I’ve started to play a lot of tennis, and even
though I’m not very good yet I’m getting better every
time.
Do you have any pets?

I grew up in Dorset, near the sea by Lyme Regis,
and then moved to Nottingham for 7 years. I was
desperate to get back to the seaside so I moved to
Torquay.
Have you always been an English teacher?
Yes, I’ve always taught English. I have taught a bit
of media studies as well, and occasionally some
rugby. This is my 5th year as a teacher.
What is the pronoun for chocolate?
We were researching this the other day and I
couldn’t find a proper answer, so we decided it
should be ‘yummy’.
If you were an animal what would it be?
I would be a shark - they swim really fast, dive
really deep, and get to eat everything!
What did you do for your A levels?
Media studies, English Language, and Psychology
- this was about lots of studies to find out about
how we think, and why we do things like sleep
and eat.

Two dogs, Bilbo and Milo, one is a springer spaniel and
one is a cockapoo.
What countries have you been to?
Greece, Turkey, France, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Sri
Lanka, Borneo, and I lived in America for 9 months. Sri
Lanka was my favourite country - I got to see
elephants. We also stayed near the coast for a few
days and there were big sea turtles, so you got to swim
with the turtles. The turtles like to catch the waves and
surf, so I was doing that with them which was a lot of
fun. But I got very sunburnt as I stayed in the water for
about 5 hours.
Do you have any siblings?
Two siblings; a younger brother, who I still pick on! He’s
22 now, and an older sister, who is 30, lives in Dubai
and works for a TV company. I’m 26 so I’m the middle
child and got the least attention.
What are you looking forward to most about
teaching here?
I’m looking forward to teaching Refugee Boy, which is
our book for Year 7. They seem to be enjoying it so far.
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On October 3rd, our inspirational
Spanish teacher ran the Virgin London
Marathon for Brain Research UK.
Lily, Amber and Romily
interview Sara to find out more
about her journey.

Running the London Marathon

Tell us about the London Marathon
The marathon was 26.2 miles. The race starts at
Greenwich. It follows the river Thames and goes past
the Cutty Sark, which is the first big landmark. It goes
through the Canary Wharf, which is the financial
district. Then it follows the Thames, along by Big Ben,
swings around the corner, and then you go past
Buckingham Palace and down the Mall to the finish
line. I think I came about 16,854th out of over 40,000
people, with a time of 4 hours and 8 minutes.
Did you enjoy it?
It was the most amazing experience!
What is your past running experience?
I was quite a late starter to running, so I’ve only been
running for about five or six years. I do run regularly
but I've never run that distance before. It was my very
first marathon! The longest I’ve ever run before the
marathon was twenty miles in training.
How did you prepare?
I prepared by doing a long run every week, usually on
a Sunday, and every week I made the run a little bit
longer. For example, if you start at ten miles, the next
week you might run eleven and so on. You are also
supposed to run very slowly, so that you don't get
injured.
What were you feeling on the day of the
marathon?
Before I started, I was really nervous because I’d
never run that distance before, so I didn't know
whether I would be able to do it, what it would be like,
I didn't know if my feet would hurt, or my ankles, or if
I’d get blisters. But I was very excited too.

What do you like about running most?
I really enjoy running, I find running is a little bit like
on a computer when you press the ‘refresh’ button.
For example, if you've had a bad day or you’re
worried about things, sometimes when you go out for
a run, It helps you think very clearly and makes you
relax and you feel much happier after. Even if you feel
really tired before you start running, you feel amazing
after.
How did you get into running?
I started running about five or six years ago and
because I had never done any exercise in my life
before, I used to run in secret, because I couldn’t
even get to the end of my street without getting out
of breath or feeling achy. So I started very slowly by
running during the summer holidays, and then as I
got more confident I joined a running club.
How would you sum up the London marathon?
It was the most incredible experience of my whole
life! There are people out on the streets, there are
samba bands, there are house music DJs in the
middle of roundabouts, there are Morris dancers,
people come out of their houses with music and
they’ve got saucepans that they’re banging. There are
people all the way along the twenty six miles and it is
just the most incredible experience ever. So if
anybody ever gets the opportunity to do it, enter the
ballot. It's worth it!

Use this link to donate to Sara's cause:
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SaraCrozier1
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A cause worth running for...
I have decided to support the charity Brain
Research UK, which is researching conditions
that affect some of our students and staff,
such as brain tumours, brain injuries, epilepsy,
Alzheimer's and migraines. So for good
friends, colleagues, students, family and all
those with experience of a neurological
condition this run’s for you! Hopefully we can
raise some funds for much needed research
in this underfunded field.
If you would like to make a donation to the
charity, please use the link:
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SaraCrozier1

"When the brain changes, we change.
When it is struck by a tumour, an
injury or a disease, the consequences
can be devastating. We fund research
to advance understanding of the
changes that take place in the brain,
and how these can be overcome."
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The Students Speak Up
Lily reports on the first ever meeting for the student government
Simon and Charlotte have been working to form a student
government this term. The government consists of
students from foundation to year 11, and aims to better
represent the students and help the school to make
decisions with the input of a student voice. The student
government had their very first meeting on Thursday the
7th October to begin to discuss what they want, how it
should be run and the various responsibilities.
Simon first spoke about his student government
experience from when he was young, and how it impacted
his school positively. Many things changed from greasy
samosas to uniforms. The student government group was
highly respected and helped to make many positive
changes to the school. Simon believes that student
government will give the teachers a better understanding
of what the students feel is most important and will help
them to make decisions that will benefit the students
themselves.
They main discussion was how the government should be
run. There are two head students: Melody and Loui (both
year 11) who will specialise in communicating with the
students and acquiring information that will benefit the
school to take the students into consideration. And one
chairperson: Madeline (year 11) to run the meetings and
keep the government in order.
There were many suggestions on how to keep the
government organised and running well. From agendas to
having select student representatives attend the official
staff meetings and express the students' views.

The government also discussed having representatives for
each class, as there was a wide range of participants, and
the students believe it will be a more beneficial way to
represent those who may not feel comfortable speaking
up. They also believe that having students with authority
who have a voice is less intimidating and still effective, in
the case that people may hold back.
The student government will be 100% student voice, as
the teachers will be participating in an advisory capacity.
The students also voiced their opinions on how the
government could positively impact the school. They
discussed whole school surveys to help observe the vital
information, having note takers, and future methods of
structure, order and efficiency.

Keen to get involved?
Students are welcome to get
involved in the student
government by attending
Thursday lunchtime meetings in
the drama room, or by speaking
to the head students Loui and
Melody, or chairperson Madeline.
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El Día de los Muertos
Romily tells us all about the Mexican
tradition 'The Day of the Dead'

El día de los muertos is a Celebration celebrated on the day of
Halloween. It is all about appreciating the dead.
It originated in Mexico 3000 years ago but now people celebrate
it all over the world .

They decorate
their house with
orange flowers
and petals. They
also leave food
out for the souls
that come from
heaven.
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Spot the Difference
Kat brings us another brain teaser,
this time featuring our new staff!

There are 12 differences to find - good luck!

Totnes Progressive School

